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BOOKS AND FILMS 


PEAKING as a viewer, we can say that the films from the North Country 

Libraries Film Service that we have seen have each been an unforgettable 
experience. In looking over the 1960 film list, we found we had seen six of 
them. All it cost us to see these unusual, excellently produced movies was the 
effort to get from the house to the car to the auditorium. We followed a red 
balloon through a small boy’s Paris, we sweat through the jungle to reach the 
frost-bitten slopes of Annapurna, we suffered thirst by day and cold by night 
on a parched African desert where game was a stark necessity to life, we saw 
and heard the lovely burgeoning of an English springtime, we could under- 
stand the struggle between a young man from Ghana whose tribal ways and 
traditions commanded his respect but who wanted to try fishing with a motor- 
boat and his old father who feared the unknown and felt in more progressive 
methods a threat to the old way of life. These were vicarious experiences, to 
be sure, but nonetheless vivid. We doubt any book, however well-written, 
could have the same impact upon the senses. 


Not that we are decrying books. But films can certainly enhance and 
enrich one’s reading enjoyment. Books can give a broader view, can interpret 


and analyze. Books and films are natural partners and the following articles 
tell how to use them together for best results. 


L.H. 
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FILM PROGRAMS IN THE LIBRARY 


by HANNAH Hyatt 
Film and Records Service 


Fitchburg, Mass., Public Library 


HE time has long since passed when films in public libraries need to be 

defended. Now, the question is, how can they best be used? That ques- 
tion, too, is one for which we need to give new answers. A decade ago, when 
film programs in a library were new and unusual occurrences, it may have 
been enough just to announce a film showing, and to expect an immediate 
turn-out of eager viewers. Now, when the flip of a switch can bring motion 
on the screen into the living room, it is no longer sufficient just to run motion 
pictures in front of a group gathered in a darkened room. Even though you 
may feel, with good reason, that your films are superior to what the children 
may elect by their own choice to see on TV, your audience may not respond 
as you would like, unless you help to make their viewing a satisfactory and 
significant experience. This has always been an important ingredient in a 
good program, whether one of films, story telling, or book reviews, but it is 
currently of special importance against the competition of the easily accessible 
TV offerings. 

How do you achieve such significance? I can only offer suggestions, to be 
treated as standard recipes in a good cookbook. Your own touch, drawing on 
your own book collection, and an imaginative response to the needs of your 
patrons will create the programs you need. 


There are, however, general guide lines to follow. First of all, know your 
films. When you have previewed them before showing, you may be surprised 
at the number of ties to books in your own library you may find beside the 
obvious ones. Of course, there are the books that match the titles—MADE- 
LINE and PUSS IN BOOTS; JENNY’S BIRTHDAY, MIKE MULLIGAN, 
and the rest of the Picture Book Parade—but it is your knowledge of the 
film’s content that can best make the step to other books, about Paris or New 
York City or steam shovels. It is you who can show TI-JEAN GOES LUM- 
BERING and can make the transition from that folk tale to Paul Bunyan or 
to Johnny Appleseed. 

You will find, too, that you are most successful when you can keep your 
age groups divided. Pre-school through the first three grades respond more 
readily as a group to the story element. They may be charmed simply with 
two or three different films. Then, when the related books are offered, they 
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need to be displayed or handled physically, with the children given an oppor. 
tunity to take at least one book out immediately. Even with this age group, 
however, it is possible to show some relationship between the films shown, 
For example, ALI AND HIS BABY CAMEL, ANIMAL FRIENDS, and 
APRYL AND HER BABY LAMB, all have the recurrent theme of children 
and pets or friendship with animals, which might well lead into a sharing of 
some of the children’s own experiences. 


Children in grades four and up have a deeper response to a film’s subject 
matter and may be enticed farther afield in related reading. However, if the 
age groups cannot be separated, it may be possible to satisfy the younger 
children first with the story film and books, and then to go on with the older 
children. If they have watched as the younger children looked at THE GAL- 
LANT LITTLE TAILOR or CURIOUS GEORGE RIDES A BIKE, their 
interest might be caught by pointing out how these films were produced: the 
paper silhouettes of Lotte Reiniger or the camera movements used by Morton 
Schindel in the Weston Woods films to create an illusion of movement from 
the original drawings. This, of course, is a natural lead to books on photo- 
graphy or on paper sculpture. 


The library may not be the actual place for carrying out the physical 
project of making paper sculpture, or it may be possible with the help of local 
talent. Other films that have such incentives to activity are: YOURS FOR A 
SONG, with its suggestions for bird-feeders, or FLOWER ARRANGE. 
MENTS. 

The latter film would naturally be more suitable for adults. With them 
it is possible, and often more desirable, to offer a program centered in a single 
film. Then you can draw fully on all the related material of your library: 
books, pictures, records, if you have them. Here, too, is an opportunity to 
involve your patrons, if someone you know has material to loan or time to 
help with gathering and coordinating the material. 

Still another means of involvement has been tried in some libraries. That 
is inviting parents of the children or the young people to participate. Taken 
as one group, or divided if space permits, they may be told about the books 
you are recommending to their children. At such a time it is also good to have 


books or lists for the parents, which suggest material about children and child 
care, for which there is so much demand today. 


These are but suggestions. Their success depends on your response to 
them, and on your judgment of your potential audience. But the suggestions 
come from the experience of those of us who just plunged in and tried, and 
had fun learning as we went along. 
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FILM PROGRAMS IN VERMONT 


Film programs have enriched the lives of many Vermonters and have 
stimulated a greater interest in books and reading. The Free Public Library 
Service has provided films and consultative services since 1957. Each year 
as these services have expanded the use of books in Vermont has increased. 

During the past four years there have been 1,577 film programs using 
1,444 films. The attendance has been over 88,721. Originally the film pro- 
grams were attended primarily by children but, increasingly, adult programs 
have been requested and developed, and are now being enjoyed by more 
senior citizen groups. They offer potential enrichment for all ages. 


BRANDON. by Mrs. William Schneider, Librarian. 


During the summer the library has had weekly Story Hours for the pri- 
mary group, a new departure. For the last five years our Story Hours had 
been for the intermediate age, a decidedly easier group to entertain. At these 
recent Story Hours there has been an average attendance of 70 children, 
ranging in ages from three to eight. Some were too young to concentrate for a 
long period, but by alternating stories and short films, the “Hours” proved a 
great success. Some of the films introduced well known children’s books, set 
to excellent music, produced in sound and color, and told by a fine narrator. 
The children, as well as the librarian, loved them; especially THE RED 
CARPET, STONE SOUP and THE LITTLE RED LIGHTHOUSE AND 
THE GREAT GREY BRIDGE. 


LYNDONVILLE. by Mrs. Clayton R. Hoffman, Librarian. 


Several years ago we started a Story Hour for pre-school children. This 
seemed both adequate and satisfactory until the day I attended a district 
meeting and heard Mr. Frank Lillie discuss a new film program. I was so 
taken with the idea that a meeting was arranged with Mr. Lillie to plan a 
film program with the story hour. The tentative program and the problems 
necessarily involved were discussed with the first grade teacher in our village 
school, a three minute walk from the library. The teacher and I worked out 
the following plan. I shortened the Story Hour. Then the children and I 
walked to the school where the teacher used the school projection room to 
show the films to the Story Hour children and her first grade. This worked so 
well that soon the children from the kindergarten and second grade were also 
enjoying the films. As other teachers became interested, more children were 
able to attend the film programs. 

During the second year of the film program the children have enjoyed a 
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Book exhibit (left photo) loaned by the Vermont Public Library Service with film- 
strip and recording, Young Feet on the Road. Williamstown, Vt. children (right photo) 
watching the film Beaver Valley at the Public Library. 





variety of films. Several interesting murals were made by the children and 
exhibited at the library following the film showings. We started our program 
with 12 children. At the end of the second year 125 to 175 children were see- 
ing one or more films a week. We were especially happy when 600 children 
enjoyed Walt Disney’s BEAVER VALLEY. All of us feel that a good film 
program is important for our children. We plan to continue and expand our 
program. 


VERMONT STATE HOSPITAL, Waterbury. by Frank J. Lillie, Con- 
sultant for Special Services, Free Public Library Service. 


Vermont State Hospital at Waterbury has been the setting for an inter- 
esting and rather unusual series of film programs during the first half of 
this year, supplied through the Waterbury Public Library. This sounds like a 
captive audience situation, but as attendance was voluntary, no element of 
compulsion was involved. 


Half hour showings were held on Thursday afternoons for men only. On 
Sunday afternoons another showing of about one and a half hours was ar- 
ranged for both men and women. The films were selected for the particular 
audience. 


Mrs. Arlene Randall, Recreation Director, who has been in charge of the 
programs, reports that the films were enthusiastically received. Naturally, 
some have been better liked than others. Attendance at the programs has 
averaged about 200 for each film. A partial program is continuing through 
the summer. Plans for the coming year include a full and rich film program. 
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FILMS AND BOOKS IN N. H. 


GREENFIELD. Mrs. Albert Shea, Librarian. 


An interesting experiment was carried out last winter in this town of 568 
residents. The resources and facilities of the library had been improved, but 
the trustees and librarian felt the need of a new activity to win back adults 
who had lost the library habit. There is a good deal of competition on a 
cultural level most of the year in the surrounding area. During the winter, 
however, people stay closer to home, so a program was planned to start in 
January and run through May. Film programs were alternated every two 
weeks with a discussion program. 

ALBERT SCHWEITZER was used for the kick-off. The librarian re- 
ported that “of 25 present at least 10 were adults who had never been in the 
library before.”” The programs attracted a few men each time. A correlated 
book exhibit was set up each time, and the result was circulation. Seme who 
took advantage of this book exhibit had not been regular library patrons. The 
discussion programs concerned such topics as social security benefits, and wills 
and estate planning. These meetings were conducted by guest speakers work- 
ing in the fields who donated their time as a public service. Book exhibits 
accompanied these programs also. 

It is too early to have figures to illustrate the long-range effect of this 
program, but it is safe to assume that the pattern here will be similar to 
that in other communities where circulation has risen since films have been 
introduced. 


DUBLIN. Mrs. Dorothy Worcester, Librarian. 


This town of 684 residents supports a library which was one of the 
pioneers in using the North Country Libraries Film Service. The librarian 
and trustees were quick to recognize a means to promote the library and its 
resources. Over the past two years programs have been planned to attract all 
ages and various interests within the age groups. Between October 1959 and 
June 1961, 28 films from the film pool have been shown to 541 viewers, rang- 
ing from PICASSO to JOURNEY INTO SPRING to FERRYBOAT. AL- 
BERT SCHWEITZER has had a return billing, the second showing as suc- 
cessful as the first. 

Ingenuity has been used to make the films as real as possible to the 
audience. When LAND OF THE LONG DAY was shown, a resident who 
knows the area (Baffin Land) well commented informally. At a showing of 
MYSTERIOUS POACHER a German student spoke about the forests and 
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hunting in Germany. Films featuring puppets accompanied a program put 
on in the library by a local woman who makes puppets. 


A Bell & Howell 16mm projector has been purchased with funds raise 
by public subscription to honor Mr. Gowing, a long-time trustee. A perma. 
nent screen installation and draperies to darken the room have been provided 


In Dublin the 1958 circulation was 2,182, the per capita expenditure fo, 
library services $2.53, and the per capita circulation 3.232. In 1960 thes 
figures have risen to 3,789, $4.12, and 5.6. 


LEBANON. Mrs. Lurlene Cole, Librarian. 


Film programs for children have proved a popular feature of the library's 
total service program. Films are shown at both the main library and the West 
Lebanon branch. Attendance at the branch programs has been somewhat 
higher (654) over a two-year period than at the main library (569). The total 
attendance figure for the same period, 1,223, is impressive. 


Children are encouraged to browse and borrow books exhibited in con- 
junction with each program. Circulation as a result of any one program has 
ranged from 10 to 30. The programs are planned for children up to the sixth 
grade. The ideal length for this age span is between 30 and 45 minutes. BE- 
TWEEN THE TIDES, RED CARPET, BADGER’S BAD DAY, THE 
PONY, MYSTERIOUS POACHER, STEADFAST TIN SOLDIER indicate 
the wide variety offered and suggest an equally wide variety of correlated 
books. Mrs. Cole talks to the children about the films ahead of time to help 
orient them and increase their appreciation. Introducing related books to fill 
in time between reels is worth the effort, she feels. 


In 1959, 13,553 juvenile books were circulated from both the main library 
and the branch. In 1960, this figure jumped to 16,098. Total circulation fig- 
ures for both outlets have skyrocketed from 29,236 in 1958 to 38,427 in 1960. 
The film program undoubtedly has been one influential factor. 


On the basis of her experience in showing WILLIAMSBURG RE- 
STORED Mrs. Cole is certain that carefully planned adult programs would 
meet with success. At present staff time does not permit this expansion of the 
program, but it definitely is on the agenda. 


WwW WW W 


An old Laotian proverb: “The water drops, the ants eat the fish. The 
water rises, the fish eat the ants; so it is better to love than to hate.” 








NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES FILM SERVICE 
1961 ACQUISITIONS 


by Mrs. Marcery S. HopkIns 
Public Library Consultant, N.H. State Library 


Below are listed new films added to the Cooperative Film Library since 
the previous listings in the September 1958, November-December 1959 and 
November-December 1960 issues of NORTH COUNTRY LIBRARIES. For 
a complete catalog use the four issues together. All films are sound films. 


Rental fees apply only to communities of 10,000 population or more. All 
other communities should apply for film bookings to the N. H. State Library 
or the Vt. Free Public Library Service. Films are free to libraries in towns of 
less than 10,000 population except for return postage. Request bookings as 
far in advance of showing as possible. Notify your state agency of any diffi- 
culty in projecting the film. Damage is minimized if defects are corrected as 
soon as possible. Return films promptly after each showing in order that as 
many libraries as possible may have the use of them. 


Previewing sessions are held monthly at the Audio-Visual Center at the 
University of New Hampshire. The state agencies welcome suggestions of the 
kind of films wanted and needed throughout the two states. The Cooperative 
welcomes any library wishing to join as a participating member and agreeing 
to purchase a minimum of one film a year to be added to the Film Library. 


using modern tools. Features a young man 
who wants to go to the village but cannot 
because it is only for very young children. 


BEAR AND THE HUNTER. 11 min. B&W, 
EBF, IJHCA. 


The excellence of Arne Sucksdorff’s photog- 


ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS 


B&W—black and white 

EBF —Encyclopedia Britannica Films 
IFF —International Film Foundation 
IFB —lInternational Film Bureau 
NFB—National Film Bureau 


P  —Primary raphy is again demonstrated in this story of 

I —Intermediate a bear hunt which winds up with the bear 

J  —Junior High eluding capture. Some other animals also 

H  —High School shown. 

C —College : 

A  —Adult CAPS FOR SALE. 5 min. Color. Weston 
Woods. PI. 





AFRICAN VILLAGE. 17 min. Color. The- 


odore Holcomb. IJH. 
Village life in mid-tropical Africa (Guinee). 
Crude ways of life shown in cooking, wash- 
ing, weaving, planting, harvesting, visits to 
markets. Depicts people as just becoming 
aware of the twentieth century, keeping old 
rituals in connection with planting while 


A delightfully entertaining film for small 
children done with different angles of the 
color illustrations from the book of the 
same name by Esphyr Slobodkina, which 
is, you remember, a Tale of a Peddler, 
Some Monkeys and Their Monkey Busi- 
ness. 


CHAIRMAKER AND THE BOYS. 21 








min. Color. NFB, IJHCA. 


The Margaree Valley on Cape Breton Is- 
land provides the beautiful setting for some 
hair-raising adventures of two boys as they 
play among equipment and machinery in a 
small woodworking factory. Senior citizens 
will enjoy this also for the film documents 
the way of life of the elderly grandfather 
who operates the factory by himself. 


CIRCUS DAY. 21 min. Color. Arthur Barr. 
PIJ. 


All the excitement and activities of the cir- 
cus are depicted in this scene of a typical 
“circus day” in town. From the unloading 
in early morning to the pulling down of the 
big top late at night, we follow the gamut 
of this glamorous event. 


FAST IS NOT A LADY BUG. 11 min. Col- 
or. Weston Woods. P. 

Based on the book of the same title by 

Miriam Schlein, this explains the meaning 

of fast and slow and develops the concept 

of relative speed. 


THE FRIENDLY BEASTS. 15 min. Color. 
Grover-Jennings. PI. 


A welcome addition to the “never long 
enough” list of good Christmas films. The 
friendly beasts take their offerings to the 
newborn Christ Child at Bethlehem. A gay 
and charming little goat holds the spotlight. 
Good musical theme. 


I LIVE IN HAWAII. 13 min. Color. Film 
Associates of California. IJ. 


A day in the life of a young Hawaiian foot- 
ball enthusiast. This shows the children of 
the Islands at school, eating school lunches, 
playing, practicing old Hawaiian customs, 
and learning about their new state. There 
are shots of scenery as well as people. Nar- 
rated by the Hawaiian boy. 


IN THE FOREST. 5 min. B&W. Weston 
Woods. P. 


Marie Hall Ets’s charming book comes to 


life through the iconographic method. An 
effective introduction to the book. 


JASCHA HEIFETZ. 26 min. B&W, Mills. 
IJHCA. 


A varied program of music by the violin 
virtuoso. 





KOROCHAN, THE LITTLE BEAR, 1 
min. B&W, EBF, PI. 


A mischievous and adventurous little bear 
proceeds to get lost, thus causing his fam- 
ily no end of trouble. Gay musical score 
helps to set the mood for this lively produc- 
tion. 


THE LIVING STONE. 33 min. Color, 
NFB, IJHCA. 


A rambling Eskimo legend of Nuleakjuk, 
“mother of all life in the sea” and of 
Niviaksi who carved her image. A power- 
ful, moving film which includes sequences 
of interiors of igloos, the Eskimos at work 
and play, and close-up glimpses of their ex- 
pressions. 


THE LOON’S NECKLACE. 11 min. Color, 
EBF, IJHCA. 

The delightful North American Indian leg- 
end of how the loon, a shy water bird, re- 
ceived the white band about its neck, and 
its mottled back feathers. Characters wear 
wooden ceremonial masks, displaying re- 
markable personality, carved by Indians of 
British Columbia. Can be used as a story- 
film or with groups interested in crafts. 


MAGIC MICHAEL. 6 min. Color. Weston 
Woods. P. 


Michael’s imagination has long delighted 
children. This direct reproduction of the 
whimsical illustrations will continue to 
charm children for years to come. 


MONKEY WHO WOULD BE KING. 11 
min. Color. EBF, PI. 


When the lion becomes tired of his job as 
King of the jungle and wants to resign, the 
monkey, envisioning an easy life, decides 
he wants to be king. Stealing the crown, 
he becomes king, letting the others wait 
upon him. Finally the fox lures this greedy 
king into a trap. The monkey, realizing at 
last that being king isn’t so much fun, 
gives up the throne for his freedom. Real 
animals in an outdoor setting are used. 


MOONBIRD. 10 min. Color. Storyboard 
Productions. PIJHCA. 


An unusual film for children full of humor 
and gaiety. Semiabstract, animated draw- 
ings relate the story of two small boys who 
go out to catch a bird. They succeed in 
their effort, but not exactly as they had ex- 
pected. Adults will enjoy this as well. 











NIGHT AT THE PET SHOP. 14 min. Col- 
or. Contemporary. PIJHCA. 

Soon after the pet shop owner leaves for 
the night the black cat and the baby orang- 
ytan start investigating. Obviously this 
gpells trouble. Full of humor, drama and 
suspense. The natural sounds of the animals 
constitute the sound track. 


NAVAJO SILVERSMITH. 10 min. Color. 
ACI Productions. IJHCA. 

The skill of the Indian craftsman of the 

Southwest is effectively portrayed in the 

intricate fashioning of a silver buckle. Will 

appeal to anyone who appreciates handi- 

craft. 


N.Y., N.Y. 15 min. Color. Francis Thomp- 
son, Inc. HCA. 

A most unusual work in the experimental 

field of motion picture production. A so- 

phisticated scene of the “goings-on” in this 

fabulous city. 


OLD-ORDER AMISH. 32 min. 
Vedo. JHC. 

A study of the Amish people of the Penn- 
sylvania Dutch country who resist influ- 
ence from and assimilation by contem- 
porary society in order to practice the vir- 
tues of holiness, humility and hard work. 
The film shows the Amish home and farm, 
barn-raising, one-room school, church meet- 
ing, social get-together, etc. 


PANCHO. 6 min. Color. Weston Woods. P. 


The common sense of Pancho, a small Mex- 
ican boy, enables him to capture Don 
Fernando’s bull when all the men in the 
village fail, He wins the rewards of the 
silver-trimmed saddle and big hat. The ac- 
tion and sound effects add drama and ex- 
citement to the original story by Berta and 
Elmer Hader. 


PEOPLE AND MOVEMENT. 
Color. Portland Cement. 


Color. 


15 min. 


Interesting depiction of highway develop- 
ment and how it affects living conditions. 
Of timely interest in New England. 


RAINBOW VALLEY. 23 min. Color. Focal 
Film Productions. IJHCA. 

The beautiful Rocky Mountain country 

around Ennis, Montana, is the setting for 

this story of the conservation and wildlife 


control by the National Park Service and 
the State Fishculture Station in Ennis. Good 
especially for men’s groups, but of general 
interest as well. 


SCHUSS. 27 min. Color. The Manor Stu- 
dios. JHCA. 

Colorful presentation of the 1956 Winter 

Olympics held at Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy. 

Musical background accompanies the show- 

ing. 


SICILY, ISLAND OF MEMORY. 18 min. 
Color. Pizzo Films. JHCA. 


A colorful presentation of Sicily with its 
historic landmarks and its people of mingled 
heritage. Lively festival scenes add to the 
interest. 


SKIING SKILLS FOR BEGINNERS. 18 
min. Color. IJHCA. 
A beautifully photographed color film on 
the art of skiing. Instruction on the vari- 
ous turns, climbs, slalom and downhill runs, 
as well as on the equipment used, is given 
in a clear pleasant voice. Slopes which are 
familiar to N.H. sportsmen are used. Not 
only will beginners of the exciting winter 
sport enjoy this film, but more advanced 
skiers will find much of interest and help. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 30 min. Color. JHCA. 


Another in the series of documentary films 
produced by Julian Bryan, whose name 
seems to be synonymous with excellence. 
Together with geographical and historical 
information, it presents the social and eco- 
nomic patterns which are developing in our 
neighboring continent to the south. 


STEPHEN FOSTER AND HIS SONGS. 

16%2 min. Color. Coronet. JHCA. 
Interesting portrayal of the famous song- 
writer’s life, featuring the composition and 
singing of his songs. Colorful period cos- 
tumes add to the charm of the film. 


THE STORY OF PETER AND THE 
* POTTER. 21 min. Color. NFB, IJHCA. 


Kjeld and Erica Deichmann of Dykelands 
Pottery, New Brunswick and their children 
cooperated in the making of this film. A 
young boy sees the making of a clay bowl, 
intended as a gift for his mother, from the 
original design to the final glazing and 
baking. Should have special appeal in this 
area. 








A TALE OF THE FIORDS. 12 min. B&W, 
EBF, IJHCA. 


On an impulse Ragnhild kicks her milk 
bucket over the mountainside and explores 
the picturesque ravines in an attempt to 
find the legendary valley of dreams across 
the fiord. Later she finds the bucket and 
reluctantly returns home to the many things 
she loves there. A touching film enhanced 
by expert photography and an original mu- 
sical score. 


TELLING STORIES TO CHILDREN. 30 
min. Color. U. of Mich., A-V Center. 
JHCA. 

Techniques of a story-telling, both good 

and bad, are effectively demonstrated. A 

stimulating film to use with adult groups 

working with children. 


TRIO: Artur Rubinstein, Jascha Heifetz 
and Gregor Piatigorsky. 26 min. B&W. 
Mills Picture Corporation. JHCA. 

Filmed in Rubinstein’s home this intimate 

photographic study of genius at work im- 

mortalizes in sight and sound incomparable 

performances of the first movement from 

Schubert’s Trio in B Flat, and three sec- 

tions of Mendelssohn’s D Minor Trio. 


TROPICAL AFRICA. 29 min. Color. IFF, 
JHCA. 


A documentary of timely interest which 
depicts the current social and economic 
changes, along with the political upheaval. 
Intended to be a stimulating introduction 
to a crucial area in world affairs. 


UNIVERSE. 28 min. B&W. National Film 
Board of Canada. JHC. 


This journey through space, beyond the 
known solar system, into far regions of the 
sky now perceived by astronomers, is made 
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possible through animation and special ef- 
fects. Astronomers are shown “listening” to 
stars hundreds of billions of miles away. 
Today enough is known of the heavens that 
men are being readied for physical journeys 
of exploration into space. Journey through 
time and space past the nearest suns to the 
end of the island of stars called galaxies. 


VINCENT VAN GOGH. 22 min. Color. 
Coronet. JHC. 


Shows a large number of the original works 
of Van Gogh. The selections are inter- 
woven with fragments of his letters to his 
brother Theo. The film also shows many 
of the actual locales associated with Van 
Gogh, such as the Borinage, Arles, and 
others. 


WHALES AND WHALERMEN. 22 min. 

Color. Paul Hoefler Productions. JHCA. 
Exciting sequences in the pursuit of these 
great mammals in the Indian Ocean, off 
the coast of South Africa. 


WHAT’S UNDER THE OCEAN. 13 min. 
Color. Film Associates of California. JH- 
CA. 

By a contrivance known as a bathyscaph 

scientists are enabled to descend to the 

ocean floor where photographs are taken 
and maps are made. 


WILLIAMSBURG-STORY OF A PATRI- 
OT. 36 min. Color. Colonial Williams- 
burg. JHC. 

Filmed at Colonial Williamsburg, this .de- 

picts the turbulent years between the Stamp 

Act and the outbreak of the American Rev- 

olution. It shows how a fictional planter, 

John Fry, is influenced by such persons as 

Washington and Jefferson and undertakes 

the American cause. 


WW 


“In some respects books are superior to other forms of communication. 
First, a book can be re-read, pondered, and reconsidered . . . A speaker can 
sometimes carry you along on the wave of his personality, leading you to 
believe he is really saying something significant . . . Second, books are the 


last bastion of freedom of thought. . . 


” 
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Paul Bixler, Librarian 
Antioch College 


















LIBRARIES 


HE Aldrich Public Library in BARRE exhibited early and rare wall- 

papers. Mrs. Dorothy Waterman of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
explained the history and significance of the early wallpapers imported from 
France, England and India. 


The BENNINGTON Free Library welcomes Miss Myrtis K. Clapp as 
their new librarian. She comes to Vermont from Western Reserve University 
School of Library Science. 


The BRATTLEBORO Free Library has received checks from the Rotary 
Club, Eagles, interested citizens and local firms for the restoration of the 
painting ““The Prodigal Son” by William Morris Hunt. The library owns 
several works by William Morris Hunt who was born in Brattleboro in 1824 
and lived there off and on until his burial there in 1879. “The Prodigal Son” 
is considered one of the major works of his early period showing the influence 
of the French style of painting at that time. In 1905 it was bequeathed to the 
Brattleboro Free Library by his sister, Miss Jane Hunt. 


The EAST BARRE Library held “Operation Library” when discarding, 
cleaning, a new walk, a new sign, new lighting and decorating began a pro- 
gram of improvements. 


The HARDWICK Jeudevine Library has new flooring. A cheerful child- 
ren’s room now provides tables and chairs for all ages including the tiny tots. 
A new heating system is being installed for greater comfort and economy. 


The Moore Free Library of NEWFANE received a bequest of $500 from 
the late Alice M. Steel. 


The PUTNEY Public Library sponsored a speed reading demonstration 
preparatory to a course for all interested students and adults. 


The STOWE Public Library has been notified of a bequest of $5,000 
from the late Frank Griffin. This brings their Library Building fund to 
$10,000. 


MRS. JANE B. HOBSON, Executive Socretary of the Free Public 
Library Service, is listed in the latest edition of WHO’S WHO OF AMERI- 
CAN WOMEN. 
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new hampshire 


LIBRARIES 


OPIES of the survey of Library Service ir. New Hampshire prepared by 

U.N.H. are being printed and should be available to the public in the 
Fall. 

The color, sound motion picture filmed for the six New England State 
Library Agencies has been completed. THE DAY THE BOOKS WENT 
BLANK will be available for showing in the Fall. 

The annual meeting of the N. H. Trustees Association will be held Octo- 
ber 26 at New Hampshire Highway Hotel, Concord. Results of the survey 


will be discussed, the film mentioned above shown, and awards presented to 
outstanding libraries. 


Miss Alice E. Carter has joined the State Library staff as Extension 











One of the Neighborhood Meetings where Librarians, Trustees and New Hampshire 
State Librarians got together this Spring to discuss Adult Fiction. These officials from 
New Hampshire’s northernmost libraries shown at a meeting in Pittsburg are left to 
right: Colebrook Librarian, Mrs. Edith Jackson; Colebrook Trustee, Mrs. Ruth Vancore; 
Pittsburg Trustee, Mrs. Wilma Robie; North Stratford Trustees, Mrs. Harriet Savage and 
Mrs. Grace Martin. Left rear: Colebrook Trustees, Mrs. Gerry Marsh and Mrs. Francis 
Hughes; Pittsburg Trustee, Mrs. Lois Dalton; Pittsburg Librarian, Mrs. Joan Grover; 
Pittsburg Trustee, Mrs. Muriel Stuart; and Mr. Kenneth Poore, Stratford Trustee. At the 
far right are Mrs. Margery Hopkins, Public Library Consultant, and Mr. Ralph Riley, 
Extension Librarian for the New Hampshire State Library. 
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Librarian in the Keene Area. She was formerly head of the Summit, N. J. 
Public Library. 


Weeding Workshops will be held this fall at OSSIPEE, WOLFEBORO, 
NEW LONDON, MILFORD, AMHERST, BELMONT, BERLIN, GOR- 
HAM, DERRY, DUNBARTON, EXETER, HILLSBORO, and COLE- 
BROOK. Ridding the library of obsolete materials will be discussed and 
demonstrated. 


Mrs. Mildred P. McKay, State Librarian, was honored in June by Whea- 
ton College, her alma mater, with an honorary M.A. degree in recognition of 
her outstanding contribution to the field of library service. 


WWW WwW 


J. F. K.’s MESSAGE TO ALA CONFERENCE 


“Libraries for all—the theme of this year’s American Library Associa- 
tion Conference—expresses an objective that has inspired American librarians 
for many generations. Though this goal has not yet been fully achieved, it is 
clearly in the natonal interest, and it deserves our continued devotion. 


“Libraries for all means libraries for children learning to read as well as 
for scholars working on the far horizons of knowledge. Indeed, a single insti- 
tution may cover the whole range as we were reminded this year when the 
great New York Public Library celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of its 
central building. This world-renowned collection is both a library for all and 
a monument to our national genius for combining public and private endeavor 
in the common interest. 


‘We have no single pattern for the resources, services, and support of 
libraries, and we want none. The readers to be served are too diverse; they 
include even posterity, for whom we must preserve the record of our cultural 
life. If we are to succeed, individuals and private institutions as well as gov- 
ernment at all levels—federal, state, and local—must move forward together 
and move with renewed determination toward our national goal which is the 
theme of your conference.” , 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small libraries 
in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published within the 
last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 
by 


Mary E. KELLEY 
Public Library Consultant 
New Hampshire State Library 


Barzun, Jacques. THE DELIGHTS OF 
DETECTION. Criterion, $5.95. 


Mr. Barzun, noted critic and professor at 
Columbia University, edits an anthology of 
outstanding short mystery stories, dating 
from 1776 to the present. Authors range 
from Alexandre Dumas to Rex Stout. The 
introduction describes the form and sub- 
stance of a good detective story, proving 
that mysteries can be the salt of a literary 
diet. 


Dos Passos, John. MID-CENTURY. 
Houghton, $5.95. 
Using again the technique of alternating 
profiles of outstanding figures, such as 
Douglas MacArthur, John L. Lewis, and 
James Dean, with episodes of a long story 
and documentaries made from culling the 
newspapers of the period, Dos Passos brings 
us the United States of the Post-War Years 
—its glories, its pettiness, its greatness, its 
problems. His view is not a happy one. 
Labor receives careful study and severe 
criticism. A novel to vie with U.S.A., which 
has become a classic. 


*Fast, Howard. APRIL MORNING. 
Crown, $3.95. 
One day, April 19, 1775, made a man of 15- 
year-old Adam Cooper for on this day he 
joined the Lexington Militia. He was a 
soldier in the battle that won for the col- 
onies the right to be a nation. Adam was 
a boy, and his down to earth reactions to 
such an event might make a real soldier or 
an historian blush, but he takes the battle 
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of Lexington right out of the history books 
and makes it an actual happening in human 
lives. 


Green, Gerald. THE HEARTLESS LIGHT. 
Scribner, $4.95. 


A little girl is kidnapped in a Los Angeles 
suburb, setting in motion the overpowering 
forces of mass communication, which man- 
age to submerge the processes of the law, 
create a maudlin family background for the 
front pages, and jeopardize the life of the 
child. Gerald Green has handled modern 
problems effectively before in his best seller 
THE LAST ANGRY MAN. This is not 
only a gripping suspense story, but also a 
critique of the values of American jour- 
nalism. 


Kemal, Tashor,. MEMED MY HAWK. 
Pantheon, $4.95. 


An oriental Robin Hood is the hero of this 
swashbuckling romance of feudal Turkey. 
The loss of his sweetheart, jailed when the 
lovers are caught fleeing from the ruling 
Agha, turns Memed to banditry. He be- 
comes the champion of the poor and a trial 
to the rulers. A most exciting tale. 


O’Connor, Edwin. THE EDGE OF SAD- 
NESS. Little, Brown, $5.00. 


The changes evolving in the Irish-Ameri- 
can world of the New England city are the 
subject of the second novel by author of 
THE LAST HURRAH. Father Hugh Ken- 
nedy as a priest represents an often misun- 
derstood figure. He is a person dedicated to 
God; but as a human being he is sub- 
ject to man’s temptations. Through Father 
Hugh’s story of re-birth from alcoholism 
are seen members of the Carmody family 
of three generations from emigrant to Ivy 
league, grandfather stranger to grandson. 


Oldenbourg, Zoé. DESTINY OF FIRE. 

















Pantheon, $4.95. 

The Middle Ages in all its magnificence— 
the richness of its faith and the starkness 
of its cruelty—is the world Mme. Olden- 
pourg recreates. In the South of France 
during the 13th century there flourished a 
religious sect called Albigensians, which, al- 
though Christian, was not part of the church 
of Rome. Because the Catholic Church had 
sunk to a low ebb in the province of Tou- 
louse while the Albigensians prospered, the 
Pope preached a Holy War against them. 
Her novels are permeated with the ideas, 
attitudes, objects—the very atmosphere— 
of living people eight centuries ago. 


Sarton, May. THE SMALL ROOM. Nor- 
ton, $3.95. 

A teacher-student relationship has always 
been very demanding; but how far does 
the teacher’s responsibility for a student’s 
action extend? When a brilliant student 
steals an essay, publishing it for her own, 
peace is disrupted on the campus of a pro- 
gressive N.E. woman’s college. Lines are 
drawn for battle among the faculty; but 
after the hostilities are over, the air is 
cleared for progress. Miss Sarton knows the 
teaching way of life; students and teachers 
alike will appreciate her novel. 


Steinbeck, John. THE WINTER OF OUR 
DISCONTENT. Viking, $4.50. 


Surprising Mr. Steinbeck turns from writ- 
ing about poor uneducated people to tradi- 
tional New England and a once-mighty sea- 
faring family. Ethan Hawley, whose grand- 
father was a whaling captain, is now a clerk 
ina grocery store he once owned. Tempta- 
tion to regain his lost position comes in the 
form of modern business practice. What 
happens when a man takes a vacation from 
his conscience ? What has happened to busi- 
ness when a man must ignore his conscience 
to succeed ? 


*Taylor, Robert Louis. A JOURNEY TO 
MATECUMBE. McGraw-Hill, $5.95. 


Another Mark Twain writes a picaresque 
tale about Davey and his trip down the 
Mississippi to the Florida Keys. It wasn’t 
a pleasure trip, not with the Ku Klux Klan 
in hot pursuit. Transportation was what- 
ever came up next—steamboat, stage line, 
railroad, or Indian canoe. For traveling 
companions he had a Southern belle and a 


patent medicine dealer, Dr. Ewing Z. Snod- 
grass with daughter Millicent, trombone 
player. An uproariously entertaining book 
written by the author of THE TRAVELS 
OF JAMIE McPHEETERS. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 
by 


Mary E. KELLEY 
Public Library Consultant 
New Hampshire State Library 


ART 


Leymarie, Jean. BRAQUE. Skira, $5.75. 


Georges Braque is founder, with Picasso, of 
the Cubist school of painting, seen today 
as a parent of abstract painting. Braque 
and Picasso also produced the first collages, 
an art form in which bits of wood and pa- 
per (anything small enough to be pasted) 
are joined together to form a picture. Cub- 
ism, so strange to the eye at first, is now 
becoming almost as accepted as the once 
shocking Impressionism of Van Gogh, Gau- 
guin, and Dégas. This study, not only a 
biography but also criticism, contains 53 
color plates. Each book of the Skira Taste 
of Our Time series deserves consideration 
as a book of critical and artistic merit at 
a bargain price. 973.92 


BIOGRAPHY 


Adams, Sherman. FIRSTHAND REPORT. 
Harper, $5.95. 

Sherman Adams, former governor of N.H. 
and aide to President Eisenhower, recounts 
the day by day existence of a presidential 
advisor in this inside view of the big job 
of running one of the world’s most power- 
ful nations. A front seat view of history as 
it was made during the Eisenhower years 
in a readable journalistic approach. 


Flanders, Ralph E. SENATOR FROM 
VERMONT. Little, Brown, $5.00. 


A former Vermont senator, best known 
outside his native state as the man who 
stood up to McCarthy, tells his story from 
baby-hood in the good old days to politics 
in the New Deal and after. In between 
times he became a leader in expanding the 
machine-tool industry in Vermont. 
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Muaurois, André, ADRIENNE, THE LIFE 
OF THE MARQUISE DE LA FAYET- 


THK. McGraw-Hill, $7.95. 

The Marquis de La Fayette is a hero on 
both sides of the Atlantic, but little has 
been said about his saintly wife and the 
depth of love they held for each other. A 
recent change in ownership of the family 
home, La Grange, has brought out many 
letters and other source material used 
this study by France’s noted scholar. 


in 


BOOKS AND LIBRARIANSHIP 


Daniel, Hawthorne. PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
FOR EVERYONE, Doubleday, $3.95. 
This is a success story, the story of the suc 
cessful start towards uniformly good li 
brary service for every citizen of the US., 
whether he lives in New York or the Da- 
kota Badlands, made possible through pas 
save of a federal aid bill, the Library Serv- 
ices Act. Library Services Act was set to 
work by New Hampshire and Vermont 
State Libraries in 1957, financing such proj 
ects as the purchase of bookmobiles, this 
library bulletin, and the North Country 
Libraries Film Service. Stimulating reading 
for legislators and the library-minded, 021.8 


CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Gunther, John, INSIDE 
DAY. Harper, $4.95, 
Twenty-five years ago John Gunther, who 
has been called one of the two best re 
porters of our time, wrote a book about 
Kurope. Today that continent from the 
political standpoint has disappeared. In 
journalistic style, he covers the current sit 
uation in every country of Western Europe, 
dwelling on the policymakers— Adenauer of 
Germany, Macmillan of Britain, DeGaulle 
of France and Khrushchev, 940.5 


KUROPE TO 


Lederer, William J. A NATION 
SHEEP. Norton, $3.75. 
Mr. Lederer, once an author of “funny” 
hooks, turned to more serious things with 
THE UGLY AMERICAN in which he and 
Kugene Burdick blasted U.S. foreign policy 
in the Far East. He now levels another 
blow in the same area. In powerful, straight- 
forward terms he deals with fiascoes com 
mitted in the name of diplomacy, situations 


OF 
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unmentioned by the newspapers. Mr. Led- 
crer states that the power to change policy 
lics with us, the average citizens. He has 
been accused of simplifying too much 4 
complex situation, but no one denies that 
he has made the American people give some 
thought to the nation’s foreign policy. 
327.73 
Meyer, Martin. THE SCHOOLS. Harper, 
$4.95, 
A critic of the American scene (MADISON 
AVE., USA; WALL STREET; MEN- 
AND-MONEY) focuses on education. Am- 
crican schools are compared in detail with 
English, Scandinavian, and French schools, 
Much research went into this study. De- 
scriptions of typical classroom situations 
are alternated with sections explaining Mr. 
Meyer’s views. Whether or not you agree 
with Mr. Meyer’s opinions, his ideas should 
arouse some needed, stimulating thought. 
370.973 


HISTORY 


*Bontemps, Arna. 100 YEARS OF NEGRO 
FREEDOM. Dodd, $3.50. 
The Civil War Centennial marks the anni- 
versary of the end of slavery and the be- 
ginning of the Negro climb toward social, 
civil and economic equality. Arna Bon- 
temps, librarian of Fisk University, gives a 
popular history, based on the lives of peo- 
ple who have contributed to the emerging 
freedom. Long bibliography and index. 
325.26 


*Carse, Robert. THE MOONRAKERS: 
THE STORY OF THE CLIPPER SHIP 
MEN. Harper, $4.00. 

A moonraker was a small sail way up on 

top of a clipper ship. It had no real pur- 

pose; it was simply a “challenge to the 
wind.” The life of a clipper ship man was 
exciting and Mr. Carse (author of several 
books about ships, sailors, and the sea) 
gives a colorful picture of the times of this 
once flourishing trade. 910.4 


Johnson, Laurence A. OVER THE COUN- 


TER AND ON THE SHELF; COUN- 
TRY STOREKEEPING IN AMERICA, 
1620-1920. Tuttle Co., $5.95. 


The wonderful old general store is becom- 
ing a curiosity outdated by the modern 
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super market, just as it replaced the colo- 
nial trading post. This well-illustrated vol- 
ume tells of country stores in their hey-day 
when food selling was only part of a store- 
keeper’s duties. Bibliography and Index. 
658.87 


Risley, Mary. THE HOUSE OF HEAL- 
ING, THE STORY OF THE HOSPI- 
TAL. Doubleday, $4.50. 


An informal history of Hospitals from an- 
cient Babylon to modern New York, from 
medicine man-priest to medical specialist. 
It is interesting to learn that the modern 
health center is not so basically different 
from its ancient Greek or Roman counter- 
part. Index. 362.109 


HOW TO DO ITS 


Crowder, Norman A. TRIGONOMETRY, 
A PRACTICAL COURSE. Doubleday, 
$3.95. 

Learn trigonometry at home with a fas- 

cinating new method. At the end of page 

one, after an explanation of a problem, the 
reader is asked a question to which several 
possible answers are given, each answer in- 
cluding a page reference. On that page the 
reader may be told he has chosen the right 
answer and passed on to the next step or 
may be blessed out and told to start over 
again. This Tutor-text is an ingenious aid 
for self-help to be included in the collec- 
tion along with books on trigonometry with 
more reference value. 514 


Karry, Ted. THE SPORTSMAN’S COOK- 
BOOK. Doubleday, $3.50. 


Ted Karry came from Greece to the Rocky 
Mountains, and a good chef became an 
enthusiastic hunter. He writes in his own 
words about the care, processing, preserva- 
tion, and cooking of game and fish from 
field to table. 641.5 


Markus, John. TELEVISION AND RA- 
DIO REPAIRING. McGraw, $8.95. 


“This book starts from scratch. It assumes 
the reader has had no previous experience 
in television or in radio. It only assumes 
that he knows how to read, has average in- 
telligence, and can follow simple, step by 
step instructions.” Representative of a type 
of book basic in a modern library, a book 
of accurate practical information with ap- 


peal to the man who may not be a regular 
reader. 621.388 


Schwebke, Phyllis W. HOW TO TAILOR; 
A HANDBOOK FOR HOME TAILOR- 
ING. Bruce, $5.50. 

Information for the experienced home seam- 

stress on the art of tailoring; equipment 

needed, material selection and preparation, 
pattern fitting, and sewing techniques. De- 
tailed index, brief bibliography, list of sup- 
ply houses, and a step by step procedure 
outline. 646.4 


NATURE 


Hay, John. NATURE’S YEAR; THE SEA- 
SONS OF CAPE COD. Illus. by David 
Grose. Doubleday, $4.50. 


Cape Cod, month by month through the 
year. Not the traveler’s book of places to 
stay, or eat, or see; but a close observation 
of the life of tree crickets, lichens, herring 
gulls and a few people who have a deep 
human concern with the gray sea-girt land. 
Fine wood cuts complement the text. 
574.974 


Westman, James. WHY FISH BITE AND 
WHY THEY DON’T. Prentice - Hall, 
$3.95. 

A doctor’s degree is not necessary equip- 

ment for a fisherman, but this Rutgers 

professor seems to know a lot about fish. 

For the many weekend fishermen he gives 

pretty good advice on what makes them 

bite. He discusses both ocean and fresh wa- 
ter habitats, lures and living bait, species of 
fish and their responses, and preparation for 
eating, with a story or two thrown in on 
the side. 799.1 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Les.Ligc H. SMITH 
Regional Librarian 
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 


Adshead, Gladys L. SMALLEST BROWN- 
IE’S FEARFUL ADVENTURE. Pictures 
by Velma IIsley. Walck, $2.75. 

Smallest Brownie wants a toadstool house 

of his own. He finds that his wish repeated 
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three times on Midsummer Eve comes true. 
Meanwhile, the children, Pixie and Chip, 
are wishing to find a Brownie’s house. Their 
discovery next day provides this delightful 
adventure. 


Baker, Laura Nelson. TORKEL’S WIN- 
TER FRIEND. Illus. by Juliette Palmer. 
Abelard-Schuman, $2.75. 


Torkel is lonely during the long winter 
months when the summer campers are gone. 
Feeding the birds and playing with the cat 
on cold winter days do not provide half 
enough fun. Then Torkel discovers that his 
three-year-old sister, Selina, can be a fine 
playmate and he need not be lonely again. 


Bennett, Rainey. AFTER THE SUN GOES 
DOWN. World, $3.00. 

Little owls sleep all day and play all night, 

and this book is the story of one of their 

nights of adventure. A red ribbon passed 

around among the forest animals from dusk 

to dawn provides the story continuity. 


Brown, Myra Berry. SOMEBODY’S PUP. 

Pictures by Dorothy Marino. Watts, $1.95. 
Little Stevie brings in a muddy puppy in- 
stead of the Sunday paper. A brushing, 
breakfast and a clean bed begin the process 
of endearment. The search for its owner re- 
sults in Stevie’s being given the pup for 
keeps. 


Dow, Katharine. MY TIME OF THE 
YEAR. Illus. by Walter Erhard. Walck, 
$2.25. 

The four seasons follow each other from a 

child’s point of view. Simple text and draw- 

ings will appeal to 3-6 year-olds. “And the 
season it is, is the one I like.” 


Fatio, Louise. THE HAPPY LION’S 
QUEST. Illus. by Roger Duvoisin. Mc- 
Graw, $2.50. 

When the zoo keeper’s son, Francois, has to 

attend school, the Happy Lion becomes 

lonesome and sets out from the zoo look- 
ing for his friend. The lion’s search for 

Francois and the people’s search for the 

lion make a hilarious adventure. 


Friedman, Estelle. BEN FRANKLIN. Illus. 
by James Caraway. Putnam, $2.19. 
A See and Read biography for beginning 


readers, grades 2-4. Every school child 
knows the name Ben Franklin, and now it 
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is possible for the youngest to read about 
America’s famous statesman for themselves, 


Goudey, Alice E. THE DAY WE SAw 
THE SUN COME UP. Illus. by Adrienne 
Adams. Scribner, $2.95. 


The children’s first sunrise is delightfully 
told and pictured in rhythmic prose. The 
relationship between the sun and the earth 
is presented with a sense of wonder, beau- 
ty and an appreciation of the world around 
us which makes science a living experience 
for the very young child. 


Pender, Lydia. BARNABY AND THE 
HORSES. Pictures by Alie Evers, 
Abelard-Schuman, $2.75. 


A story-poem about a boy and his search 
along a river bank for the horses that 
wandered away from his father’s farm. 
Fresh and original rhythm and imagery, de- 
lightfully illustrated. Suspense and carefree 
attitude will appeal to all children. 


Renick, Marion. BOY AT BAT. Pictures 
by Paul Galdone. Scribners, $2.95. 


An uncle’s gift of a ball and glove starts 
Mark’s career in baseball with the neigh- 
borhood boys. His eventful attempts to 
crash the club and his first-time success at 
bat form an interesting story for younger 
boys. 


Schlein, Miriam. LAURIE’S NEW BROTH- 
ER. Illus. by Elizabeth Donald. Abelard- 
Schuman, $2.75. 


Laurie finds her family status suddenly 
changed by the arrival of a new brother. 
Her actions and reactions are portrayed 
from her own point of view. Family experi- 
ences are told with a warmth and natural- 
ness which will be a great help to parents 
and children in similar situations. 


Slobodkina, Esphyr. JACK AND JIM. 
Abelard-Schuman, $2.75. 

By writing a poem for a TV show, the 
twins Jack and Jim win the first prize of 
a puppy. Their first quarrel develops over 
different choices of a name for their new 
pet. Before they can decide what to name 
the pup, he gets lost. Their pet’s return 
and the choice of a compromise name patch 
up their differences and all is well again. 


Smith, Eunice Young. THE LITTLE RED 
DRUM. Whitman, $2.50. (Companion 
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volume, LE PETIT TAMBOUR ROU- 

GE, in French, same price). 
John Peter and his little red drum are quite 
annoying to people, cats, dogs and birds 
until one day he runs into the bottom of 
the band stand to hide. When the band ar- 
rives for the afternoon concert by the Seine, 
John Peter suddenly finds himself the star 
of the show. 


Waller, Leslie. EXPLORERS. Illus. by Gil 
Miret. Holt, $2.50. 


Another Book To Begin On which traces 
the important explorers from the Phoe- 
nicians to the projected undersea and out- 
erspace trips of modern times. Vocabulary 
is designed so that beginning readers will 
enjoy their first experience with the history 
of the world. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. EstHerR M. Swirt 
Regional Librarian 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Belting, Natalia. ELVES AND ELFFOLK. 
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, $3.00. 


From all over the world comes this collec- 
tion of fairy tales about the wee folk of 
many nations. Goblins, elves, leprechauns 
and gnomes are all here with their antics 
and tricks. Will be enjoyed by the young 
people who liked the author’s CAT TALES. 


Benedict, Bart. ALUMINUM: THE STO- 
RY OF AN INDUSTRY. Lane Book Co., 
$2.95. 


Aluminum is man’s newest metal and one 
of the most versatile. It can be molded, 
cast, rolled, bent, spun and exploded into 
shape. Beginning with the metal’s earliest 
discovery, the book traces its development 
from a rare and precious metal to its prob- 
able future uses in space exploration. Color- 
ful illustrations by Parker Edwards. Fac- 
tual material has been checked by aluminum 
manufacturers. ; 


Bulla, Clyde Robert. BENITO. Crowell, 
$2.95. 

Benito wanted desperately to draw pic- 

tures, but he was poor and lived on his 

uncle’s farm so he had to work all day. 

Then one day he met the artist Manuel 

Vargas, who encouraged him to make time 


for pictures. A tender and inspiring story 
that is also warmly human and entirely 
possible. Illustrations by Valenti Angelo. 


Cosgrove, Margaret. THE STRANGE 
WORLD OF ANIMAL SENSES. Dodd, 
$3.00. 


Considering the animal world from the six 
senses makes this an interesting and un- 
usual book. The author begins with animal 
life that has largely the sense of touch, cov- 
ers those that also have senses of taste and 
smell, progresses to those with vision and 
hearing and concludes with the mysterious 
sixth sense which guides migration and 
homing. Illustrated in two colors by the 
author. An excellent companion for the 
Hutchins book. (Review follows). 


Fisher, Aileen. SUMMER OF LITTLE 
RAIN. Nelson, $2.95. 


One year a forest fire ravaged the upper 
slopes above the beaver pond. With the 
trees gone, no water was held back in the 
ground and the pond grew slowly lower 
and more stagnant. Not only was the bea- 
ver family in danger of starvation, but so 
were the squirrel and all other small wood- 
land animals. This is the story of the ani- 
mal migration to other areas, and their ad- 
justment to new surroundings. Written in 
a descriptive fashion, the book avoids the 
obvious pitfall of animal personalization. 
May need introducing, but deserves wide 
reading. An excellent correlate to conserva- 
tion studies. 


Hutchins, Ross. WILD WAYS: A BOOK 
OF ANIMAL HABITS. Rand, $3.50. 


In previous books the author, a well known 
zoologist and botanist, has written of in- 
sects and plants and their strange ways. 
This book deals with all phases of animal 
and insect life as well as their more curious 
habits and characteristics. Over 50 photo- 
graphs and a fine index make this a valu- 
able addition to the nature shelves. 


Kavaler, Lucy. WONDERS OF ALGAE. 
Day, $3.29 Lib. binding. 
Algae, the oldest and most primitive life 
form, may prove to be the salvation of 
man’s future. As food supplies become more 
scarce owing to the population explosion, 
algae can help to feed the peoples of the 
world. Algae also offer real potential as 
space exploration foods and as purifiers of 
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waste products. Excellent presentation, clear 
illustrations and index. Suitable for ad- 
vanced middle grade reading and helpful 
for older slow readers. 


Peterson, Daniel. HISTORY OF FIRE- 

ARMS. Scribner, $3.50. Lib. Ed. 
Firearm experts describe this as the best 
and most attractive presentation of the sub- 
ject yet to be published, and so it is. Be- 
ginning with the invention of gunpowder 
the book goes on to consider every im- 
portant type of firearm through the U‘S. 
Army’s M-14. Attractive illustrations by 
Daniel D. Fraser and a chapter on weapon 
safety add to the book’s usefulness. 


Stuart, Jesse. ANDY FINDS A WAY. 
Whittlesey, $2.25. 

Andy had never been able to have a real 
friend of his own, nor a pet that would 
stay with him. When Gypsy finally had a 
lovely sod-colored bull calf, Andy wanted 
to keep it more than anything else. Yet his 
father said the calf must go for veal to pay 
the family bills. The story of Andy’s strug- 
gles to earn enough money to pay for Sod- 
dy is heart-warming, and what he learned 
about honesty is a real lesson for any 
youngster. Eminently suitable illustrations 
by Robert Henneberger. 


Zolotow, Charlotte. THE MAN WITH 
THE PURPLE EYES. Abelard, $2.50. 
When Anna’s father became ill from over- 
work and was hospitalized in the city she 
had to leave her beloved fields, woodlands 
and wildflowers. The story of Anna’s meet- 
ing the man with the purple eyes who un- 
derstood her love for wildflowers will be 
enjoyed by the exceptional child who still 
loves the somewhat mystical story. One of 

the most exquisite books of the year. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN 
Extension Librarian, Exeter Branch 
N.H. State Library 


Calvert, James. A PROMISE TO OUR 
COUNTRY “I PLEDGE ALLE- 
GIANCE” ... Ill. by James Daugherty. 
Whittlesey House, $2. 


A thoughtful interpretation of the histori- 





cal significance of our pledge to the flag. 
Each phrase is simply explained and illys- 
trated to convey the spirit of “liberty and 
justice for all.” Also includes brief history 
of pledge, and musical setting. 


Cavanah, Frances. ADVENTURE IN 
COURAGE. Ill. by Grace Paull. Rand, 
McNally, $2.95. 


A sympathetic biography of Theodore 
Roosevelt and the courage which overcame 
physical handicap to achieve his great 
career. A shy sickly child, he was deter- 
mined to build his health and built a life 
of service and adventure. A story of warm 
family relationships, colorful tales of hunt- 
ing in the West and campaigns with the 
Rough Riders, and the dramatic story of 
his becoming President. 


Clymer, Eleanor. MR. PIPER’S BUS. Il. 
by Kurt Wiese. Dodd, $3. 


Mr. Piper was a lonesome man until he 
acquired a dog, a cat, and a bantam 
rooster. Unable to keep them in his room, 
he bought a little old bus and started for 
the country to find good homes for his 
pets. Their many adventures end happily 
in a little house just right for Mr. Piper 
and his friends, and they find many more 
friends in the country. A pleasant and 
amusing story for young readers. 


Enright, Elizabeth, RETURN TO GONE- 
AWAY. Ill. by Beth & Joe Krush. Har- 
court, $3.25. 


Portia Blake and her family returned to 
Gone-Away Lake, but this time to a new- 
old home which had been vacant for fifty 
years. This meant work for everyone, but 
also the fun and excitement of exploring 
the big, old house with all its treasures and 
mysteries. A summer of surprises shared 
by a happy family. 


Fenton, Carroll Lane and Kitchen, Her- 
minie. FRUITS WE EAT. John Day, 
$3.50. 


Interesting history of a favorite food, giv- 
ing material on the origin of many varie- 
ties, how they have been made available 
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to us, and how they are cultivated. Many 
have been transplanted from other parts of 
the world and adapted to climates in our 
country, and some are shipped from dis- 
tant places. 


Priestly, Lee. ROCKET MOUSE. Abelard, 
$2.50. 


Midget, the white rocket mouse, lived near 
the rocket base at White Sands and had a 
great ambition to be the first mouse to fly 
in outer space. His experiences with the 
space men, his mouse-size tests for his trip 
and his ingenious space suit make an amus- 
ing and timely story which combines fact 
and fancy. 


Thronenburg, James. MAN ON THE 
MOON. Ill. by Peter Plasencia. Knopf, 
$2.75. 


Simply and clearly, the author explains 
what scientists have learned about the 
moon, the problems and dangers of send- 
ing a man to the moon, and what scientists 
are doing to solve these problems. This 
step by step account of progress in this 
field of important current interest will an- 
swer many questions about this timely 
subject. High interest will make this use- 
ful for reluctant readers. 


Watson, Jane Werner. THE GIANT 
GOLDEN BOOK OF DINOSAURS 
AND OTHER PREHISTORIC REP- 
TILES. Ill. by Rudolph Zallinger. 
Golden Press, $3.99. 


A colorfully illustrated account of these 
great animals, birds and reptiles that 
roamed the earth, and how fossils have told 
the story of this amazing era. Will appeal 
to young readers who are fascinated by 
this subject. 


Weston, George F. & Mildred. THE KEY 
TO BOSTON. Lippincott, $2.95. 


A brief introduction to Boston giving inter- 
esting historical background, historic sites 
which still commemorate the important 
role of Boston in our colonial history and 
culture, and describing Boston today—a 
modern city still typified by historical con- 


tributions, but developed into an important 
industrial, spiritual, educational and _ re- 
search center. Map and illustrations of his- 
toric sites. 


Worcester, Donald. WAR PONY. Iil. by 
Harper Johnson. Walck, $3. 


Exciting adventures of Gavilan, a_ well 
trained buckskin ranch pony who was 
commandeered by the Spanish cavalry in 
New Mexico for Indian fighting, developed 
into a fast smart war horse, was captured 
by Indians and became a prize of battle 
among them. Illustrations in the spirit of 
the story. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


ETHAN E. NEWTON 
Assistant Regional Librarian 
St. Albans, Vermont 


Beard, Charles A. THE PRESIDENTS IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY; brought for- 
ward since 1948 by William Beard. Mess- 
ner, $2.95. 

Brief biographies of the Presidents through 
Kennedy, with emphasis on personalities 
and outstanding events of the administra- 
tions. Contains a “Biographical Digest” of 
the Presidents, their vice-presidents and 
cabinets and statistics relevant to each na- 
tional election. Portraits included. Excel- 
lent for reference or general reading. 


Carse, Robert. FRIENDS OF THE WOLF. 
Putnam, $2.95. 

In the late seventeenth century the In- 
dians of Maine were waging sea warfare 
against one another and against the white 
man; some of the greater sachems even 
planned to sack Boston by using the pirated 
vessels. This is the story of Massatuck and 
his cousin Topu, Penobscot Indian youths 
who participate in the obscure, but factual 
history of this era. 


Cavanah, Frances, comp. & ed. FRIENDS 
TO MAN: THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF ANIMALS. Macrae, $3.50. 

A superior selection of animal stories, most 

of which are from larger works by such 

authors as Mary O’Hara, Osa Johnson, Wil- 
liam Saroyan and others of equal repute. 
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The locales are as varied as the animals 
represented. Good material for reading 
aloud. 


Cooke, Donald E. MEN OF SHERWOOD. 
Illus. by Peter Burchard. Holt, Rinehart 
& Winston, $3.95. 


Orphaned, deprived of his inheritance, 
youthful Arthur Fitzooth flees to Sherwood 
Forest. His physical resemblance to Robin 
Hood and his skill at archery earn for him 
the role of the deceased chief. Little John, 
Friar Tuck, the Sheriff of Nottingham, King 
John—familiar friends and foes are once 
again swashbuckling through the green- 
wood. A worthy sequel to the legend of 
Robin Hood. 


Heiman, Grover. JET TANKER. Holt, 
Rinehart & Winston, $3.50. 


Qualifying as a pilot on an Air Force KC- 
135 Stratotanker, the jet refueling bomber, 
demands more than rigorous training and 
hours of practice, as Lt. Jock Burns soon 
learns. How he overcomes his initial failure 
and his placement with a goof-off crew 
makes a dramatic tale particularly good for 
boys interested in jet flying. (In one ex- 
citing episode, Jock is forced to bail-out 
over southern Vermont.) Detailed descrip- 
tions of the air-refueling operation as well 
as plenty of Air Force jargon. 


Lent, Henry B. MAN ALIVE IN OUTER 
SPACE. Macmillan, $3.00. 


A very readable chronicle of the behind- 
the-scenes activities which have made pos- 
sible America’s first man-in-space. It is the 
story of the Air Force’s “space surgeons,” 
whose countless experiments and tests have 
enabled man to overcome obstacles to an 
otherwise impossible flight. Includes many 
photographs and very brief biographies of 
the seven Astronauts chosen for Project 
Mercury. No index. 


Malvern, Gladys. THE SECRET SIGN. 
Abelard-Schuman, $3.00. 


Stephanus, popular young actor of Nero’s 
Rome, becomes concerned about the spread- 
ing fad of Christianity as a result of his in- 
fatuation for Valeria, the beautiful daugh- 
ter of a senator (and herself a clandestine 
Christian). A tale of ancient Rome in all 
its pomp and decadence, centered around 
an appealing love story. Descriptions of the 
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burning of Rome and the gory persecutions 
should attract boy readers, too. 


Neal, Harry Edward. TREASURES BY 
THE MILLIONS: THE STORY OF 
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 
Messner, $3.50. 


An authoritative account of the founding 
and the activities of that vast complex of 
departments, divisions and bureaus, whose 
purpose is “the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge among men.” Crammed with in- 
numerable items of interest, this is good 
reading for anyone in search of something 
different. 


O’Connor, Mary. FLYING MARY O’CON- 
NOR: THE STORY OF AN AIRLINE 
STEWARDESS. Rand, $2.50. 


The author’s own story, from 1933, when 
she first became a stewardess for United 
Air Lines, through the 1950’s, when she 
was the recipient of many awards and tes- 
timonials. Although her style tends to be 
maudlin, the excitement and glamour of her 
career, plus a good chapter on career in- 
formation will make this popular among 
the girls. 


Raswan, Carl. DRINKERS OF THE 
WIND. Farrar, $3.50. 

Beautifully written story of a young man’s 
search through the Arabian desert for the 
perfect Arabian horse (the prototype of 
which he has seen depicted on a Parthenon 
frieze). He makes friends with the Bedou- 
ins, living among them as one of their own. 
A rather startling conclusion should gratify 
any horse fan. 


Sprague, Rosemary. FIFE AND FAN- 
DANGO. Walck, $3.75. 

Juanita de Leon, beautiful daughter of an 
aristocratic Spanish family, marries Major 
Harry Smith, a handsome British officer. 
Although she is deeply in love with him, 
he is little more than a stranger; convent- 
raised, she finds life among foreigners is 
hardly the wedded bliss she anticipated. A 
colorful, exciting romance, set in the time 
of the Peninsular War. 


Underhill, Ruth M. ANTELOPE SINGER. 
Illus. by Ursula Koering. Coward-Mc- 
Cann. $3.50. 


The Hunt family, part of a California- 











pound wagon train, is left behind on the 
prairie, while the others travel on. They 
are able to survive only through the aid 
of the tribe of a crippled Paiute Indian 
boy, whom ten-year-old Tad and his sister, 
Mitty, have befriended. Wintering with the 
Indians teaches the family sympathy and 
admiration for an alien culture living off a 
seemingly barren land. The author is a 
noted anthropologist who for years has 
made a study of American Indian life. 


Williams, Eric. THE TUNNEL. Illus. by 
Geoffrey Whittam. Abelard - Schuman. 
$3.50. 


Peter Howard, R.A.F. navigator during 
World War II, is shot down over Germany ; 
he makes his way to the Holland border, 
only to be captured and sent to a POW 
camp. This is the story of his incarceration 
and attempts to escape. The realism of 
prison life—its hunger, its bickerings, its 
lack of privacy—make this an excellent se- 
lection for boys who like their adventure 
rough. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Wit1am S. Hopkins 
Extension Librarian, Concord, N.H. 


Benary-Isbert, Margot. DANGEROUS 


SPRING. Harcourt, $3.25. 


A mature novel for teen-age girls. The 
closing days of World War II in Germany 
form the tense background of a story 
warm with wholesome family relationships. 
During the days that Karen and her family 
spend with Pastor Helmut Lobelius out of 
the danger zone, she learns of the different 
qualities of love in an unforgettable way. 


Branley, Franklyn M. EXPLORING BY 
ASTRONAUT: THE STORY OF 
PROJECT MERCURY. Crowell, $3.50. 


Exciting details of America’s plan to put 
a manned satellite into space. Especially 
interesting are the chapters on the intrica- 
cies of the ingenious capsule and the astro- 
naut’s flight in orbit. Text is clearly and 


_ accurately written and easy to understand 


illustrations help explain the more difficult 
technical concepts. 


Brown, Frances Williams. LOOKING FOR 
ORLANDO. Criterion, $3.50. 


Sam Chase, the son of a wealthy Southern 
cotton broker, finds himself won over to 
the Northern cause in this story of the 
Underground Railroad laid in mid-19th 
century Southeastern Pennsylvania. Be- 
sides thrilling encounters with slave hunt- 
ers, the story includes worthwhile discus- 
sions of the Slavery Question and insight 
into the lives of the Quakers. 


Cowell, F. R. EVERYDAY LIFE IN 
ANCIENT ROME. Putnan, $3.50. 


Interesting and at times dramatic picture 
of ancient Rome written by a British scho- 
lar in a simple style. Life in the home, in 
school, in business, in play and religion 
are described for boys and girls 12 and up. 


Daly, Maureen. SIXTEEN AND OTHER 
STORIES. Dodd, $3.00. 


The heartbreak of the briefest of teen-age 
romances is poignantly told in “Sixteen,” 
the title story of this outstanding collec- 
tion. Each story is a vignette of life—hopes 
and fears ranging from a girl’s renewed as- 
sociation with a young first-leave soldier 
to the mysterious longings of a Moroccan 
girl-woman. The approach is so refreshing 
and realistic that it should overcome any 
reluctance connected with the form. By the 
author of SEVENTEENTH SUMMER. 


Gault, William Campbell. DIRT TRACK 
SUMMER. Dutton, $2.95. 


The Pacific Coast Racing Association cir- 
cuit of tracks is the setting for this ex- 
citing story. Tom and Skip Ludlow, sons 
of the former racing car mechanic, Jeff 
Ludlow, and their partner José Lopez 
start a successful racing career. Breath- 
‘taking turns, hairbreadth finishes and the 
boys’ display of good moral character and 
religious convictions make this a good 
choice for the hot-rod enthusiasts. 


Gilbert, Nan. ACADEMY SUMMER. 


Harper, $2.75. 


Leslie Wilding almost muffs her chance at 
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Chanson, the famous music academy. Well 
thought of in her home town for her sing- 
ing talent, at the academy because of 
youth and inexperience, she almost fails the 
competition of other equally talented, seri- 
ous students, but grows in that summer 
from an average teen-ager with a special 
gift to a woman with a purpose in life. 
Worthwhile for its message that even 
talent requires discipline and hard work. 
Also available in Harpercrest binding. 


Jackson, David. THE WONDERFUL 
WORLD OF ENGINEERING. Double- 
day, $2.95. 


A Wonderful World Series book covering 
the field of civil engineering. Based on an 
historical treatment, topics include build- 
ings, irrigation, roads, bridges, tunnels, 
harbors, waterways, dams and projects for 
the future. Clearly written, well illustrated 
with colored paintings and black and white 
photographs, and index. 


Johnson, Annabel and Edgar. THE RES- 
CUED HEART. Harper, $2.95. 


Life in a desert trailer camp revealed some 
surprising things to Christie, a high-strung 
16-year-old, attuned to the pace of city 
life. She adjusted with difficulty to the 
change—made supposedly for her father’s 
health, but in reality for hers. She gains a 
more realistic perspective on human 
values in that year’s time and becomes a 
mature, thoughtful individual. In Harper- 
crest binding also. 


Ludden, Allen. PLAIN TALK ABOUT 
COLLEGE. Dodd, $3.00. 


Practical, straightforward, valuable advice 
to high school students contemplating col- 
lege. Included are such topics as competi- 
tion, class standing, concentration, how to 
study, tests, high school preparation, etc. 
Two chapters entitled, “When to go to 
college” and “Is college only a way to get 
a job,” more than justify the cost of the 
book. Lengthy glossary of college terms 
including several pages on the library. A 
must for your vocational collection. 


Mehdevi, Ann Sinclair. THE LEATH 
HAND. Knopf, $3.00. 


A story of adventure and mystery tak 

place on an island in the Mediterrane 
tells of a son’s true devotion to both } 
widowed mother and a Japanese fisherm; 

Young Ronnie Vallings and Jap risk thé 
lives to recover gold hidden in a sea ca 
in order to finance the sick widow’s ret 
to her native Kansas. Besides a thrilli 
and surprising climax, the descriptions aj 
beautifully done. 


Thomas, Henry. ULYSSES S. GRA 
Putnam, $2.95. 


Biography of one of America’s humbleg 
yet greatest public spirited citizens. Trac 
Grant’s mediocre West Point training, h 
unproductive endeavors in business a 
farming, brilliant military successes, tut 
bulent two terms as chief of state, th 
world tour, and his surrender to canc@ 
after his fiasco in the investment work 
Contains examples of his integrity an 
honesty for our youth. 


Werstein, Irving. THE BATTLE OF MID; 
WAY. Crowell, $2.75. 


In a “you are there” style, the author 
counts the progress of the famous nav; 
engagement. In one chapter the reader 
with the American forces and the next wii 
the Japanese. Maps help to follow the dé 
ployment of forces. Bibliography, battle 
statistics and index follow. Navy and wal 
readers will enjoy. 


Wibberley, Leonard. SEA CAPTAINS 
FROM SALEM. Farrar, $2.95. 


Peace of God Manley, a Salem fisherman 
skilled in seamanship, acting under orde 

from Dr. Benjamin Franklin and commis 

sioned in the Continental Navy, destroys 
thousands of pounds of English shipping. 
He helps break the British blockade and 
aids in securing French intervention. Ful 
of exciting naval battles and detailed sea 
manship. Explains America’s first involves 
ment in foreign affairs. The third in thé 
Treegate Series on the Revolution. 











